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KPC 130-06 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KEDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
TUESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2024 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM, PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, ARMS LANE, KEDINGTON 

 

 
 
Present: 

 
 
Cllr Ann Naylor (Chair) 
Cllr Jeffery Potter (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Terry Wheeler 
Cllr Ross Standeven 
Cllr Kris Woodley 
Cllr Lynda Woodward 
Cllr Annette Brooker 

 
 

 

In attendance: 
 
Also in 
attendance: 

John Boxall (Parish Clerk) 
 
Suffolk County Councillor David Roach and Mr Colin Jenkinson. 

  ACTION 
  

1. Acknowledge agenda items of interest to members of the public present. 
None declared. 
 

2. Welcome and Apologies. 
The Chair welcomed everyone present. 
 
Councillor Willett is unable to attend for personal reasons. Apologies were accepted by all 
Councillors present. 
 
West Suffolk Councillors Richardson and Clarke are at a Full Council meeting this evening and can’t 
attend. 
West Suffolk Councillor Rushbrook is unable to attend for personal reasons. 
 
Clerk advised that the Council, members of the public and press may audio record, film, photograph 
or broadcast the meeting, when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the 
public who attends the meeting is advised that the Parish Council cannot control 3rd party recordings. 
The Parish Council will audio record the meeting. 
 

3. To receive members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Registerable 
and Non-Registerable Interests in accordance with the Local Government Association Model 
Councillor Code of Conduct (and section 106 of the LGFA 1992) and receive any applications 
for dispensations on agenda items. 
None declared. 
 

4. Councillors who were present to agree as a true record the minutes of the meeting of 
Kedington Parish Council held on 15th October 2024. 
Councillors confirmed they had received a copy of the draft minutes and had read them. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Standeven and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to agree the minutes 
of the meeting of Kedington Parish Council held on 15th October 2024 as a true record. The 
resolution was unanimously agreed. Chair signed the minutes outside the meeting. 
 

5. Receive visitor’s reports and reports from District and County Councillors. 
None received from District Councillors. 
 
Cllr Roach advised he has been very busy in his role regarding fostering and adoption including the 
fostering children’s awards at Ipswich Town Football Club. 
The gull wing bridge in Lowestoft was opened today. 
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There is work going on regarding the devolution of powers from Government to County Councils. 
There is no update regarding the anaerobic digester. It may be February or March next year before 
it goes to the Planning Committee. 
The Locality Funding has been approved for the Christmas Family Event. 
The work on setting the budget for next year is underway. There is likely to be an increase in the 
precept. 
Cllr Roach advised he is planning not to stand for re-election in next year’s elections. Chair thanked 
him for all his work relating to Kedington Parish Council. 
 

6. Receive budget statements and any other financial reports and agree any necessary action. 
 

6.1 Review and agree budget statements. 
Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the relevant documents. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Potter to agree the Bank 
Reconciliation, the Payments and Receipts List, the Net Position by Cost Centre and Code 
report and the Reserves Balance report (ANNEX 1). The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 

6.2 Approve appointment of Internal Auditor. 
Clerk advised that in accordance with the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, Part 3, 
section 7, a relevant authority, of which a Parish Council is one, must appoint a local auditor 
to audit its accounts for a financial year not later than 31st December in the preceding financial 
year. 
 
Clerk advised that the cost of the internal audit is based on the annual income or expenditure 
of the Council, whichever is higher. Kedington Parish Council falls within the £50,001.00 to 
£100,000.00 range. Our net expenditure to 15th November 2024 was £48,778.61 that is 55% 
of precept. 
 
Clerk advised he has received a quote from Trevor Brown, who has conducted the internal 
audit in previous years, for a total cost of £365.00 (no VAT) that includes £40.00 travel costs. 
 
Clerk advised that the Suffolk Association of Local Councils would appoint one of their 
Internal Auditors at a cost of £332.00 plus VAT = £386.40. 
 
This payment can be made in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s.151. 
 
Cllr Wheeler proposed that Trevor Brown is asked to conduct the Internal Audit, seconded 
by Cllr Naylor. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 

 
6.3 Ratify payment of £90.00 to Bob Dellar, RMS Tree Services for removing a fallen tree 

limb over the small bridge from Silver Street Park onto the Cut. 
Clerk advised that Chair had reported to him in October 2024 that a tree limb had fallen over 
and was obstructing the small bridge from Silver Street Park onto the Cut. Bob Dellar 
subsequently quoted £90.00 to remove it. This was agreed by the Chair and Clerk and Bob 
removed it on 15th October 2024. 
 
The payment was made on 17th October 2024 in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906, 
s.9-10. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Standeven and seconded by Cllr Woodward to ratify this 
payment. The resolution was unanimously agreed. 
 
 

7. Grants 
 

7.1. Uptakes. 
 
a. 1st Kedington Brownies. 

Clerk advised that the £350.00 grant was paid on 17th October 2024 and thanks were 
received by email that day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



105  

 

 
 

b. 2nd Kedington Rangers. 
Clerk advised that the £350.00 grant was paid on 17th October 2024 and thanks were 
received by email that day. 
 

c. St Peter & St Paul Church. 
Clerk advised that the £500.00 grant was paid on 17th October 2024. A letter of thanks 
was received by email on 21st October and was forwarded to Councillors that day. 

 
7.2. Applications. 

 
a. Haverhill Santa. 

Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the application for a £250.00 grant that the 
Clerk emailed to them on 15th November 2024. 
 
Clerk advised that payment can be made in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 
s.137. 
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr 
Standeven and seconded by Cllr Naylor to grant £250.00 to the Haverhill Santa. There 
were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 

 
8. Clerk’s report. 

 
8.1 Review and adopt the Sexual and General Harassment Policy and Procedure. 

Clerk advised that in three Suffolk Association of Local Councils bulletins, the first of which 
was emailed to Councillors on 15th October 2024, the National Association of Local Councils 
recommended that all Parish and Town Councils reviewed their current policies and 
arrangements and took steps to ensure they complied with the new positive duty for councils 
to prevent sexual harassment in the workplace, which was coming into effect on 26th October 
2024. 
 
Clerk contacted Suffolk Association of Local Councils who subsequently provided a template 
Policy and Procedure for Councils to use and this forms the content of our draft Policy and 
Procedure. 
 
Clerk confirmed this proposed Policy and Procedure was emailed to Councillors on 15th 
November 2024. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Woodward to adopt this 
new Sexual and General Harassment Policy and Procedure. There were no other 
resolutions; unanimously agreed. 

 
8.2 Review and adopt the Non-Financial Risk Assessment. 

Clerk advised that as part of his CiLCA qualification he should submit a risk assessment 
covering all the Council’s functions, annotated to show understanding and good practice 
including the importance of insurance. 
 
Clerk advised that with regards to financial risk the Council has a Financial Management 
Risk Assessment. What it doesn’t have is a risk assessment covering non-financial risk and 
the Non-Financial Risk Assessment seeks to address that. 
 
Clerk confirmed this proposed Risk Assessment was emailed to Councillors on 15th 
November 2024. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Potter to adopt this new 
Non-Financial Risk Assessment. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
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8.3 Local History Recorder update. 

Clerk advised that Mr Graham Lawson has taken up the role of the Local History Recorder. 
Graham has met with both the Clerk and Mr Peter Deeks, the previous Recorder. 
 
Clerk has advised Graham and the Suffolk Local History Council that the Parish Council will 
pay the annual subscription fee of £15.00 and has asked for the account details to pay it into. 
This was approved as a regular payment at the 16th January 2024 meeting. 
 
This payment is in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 s.111. 

 
8.4 Parish Council office lease update. 

Clerk advised that in conversation with Steve Brown on 1st November 2024, Steve updated 
him that the lease has been agreed by the Kedington Community Association and it is with 
their newly allocated solicitor awaiting approval. 
 

9. Play Equipment. 
 
9.1 Receive defect reports and agree any necessary action. 

Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the reports that relate to inspections carried 
out on 6th November 2024. All findings are low or very low risk so no further action is 
necessary. 
 

9.2 Discuss replacing one of the two cradle swing seats in the enclosed play area on Old 
School Field with a Tango swing seat or similar. 
Cllr Woodward has found that the Tango swing seat is supplied by a company called HAGS. 
She sent them details of the swings’ frame and they have advised that the seat could be 
fitted to it using the 8mm chain version and the large top link should bolt through the existing 
hangers. The Tango seat and 8mm chain assembly will cost £527.00 + £65.00 delivery = 
£592.00 plus VAT. There was no price given for installation.  
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors, a resolution was put forward by Cllr Woodward 
and seconded by Cllr Potter to purchase a Tango swing seat now and when we next need 
any repairs, maintenance etc. on the play equipment we get the company that does that to 
install the Tango swing seat or we have it installed in the spring of 2025, whichever comes 
first. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 
This payment can be made in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906 ss.9 and 10. 
 
Cllr Woodward will also research the cost of replacing the other cradle swing seat with a new 
one. 
 

9.3 Discuss how to deter birds from defecating on the swing seats in Old School Field. 
Clerk advised that he received an email from Emily Harrison on 6th November 2024 as 
follows:- 
 
“In regards to the enclosed ‘younger child’ play equipment within the playground at the 
playing field. There are two toddler swings which are consistently, throughout the entire year 
and without fail, covered in thick bird excrement. This is always considerable enough that it 
often renders the left swing to be out of action. This is not only unpleasant and an 
inconvenience but surely a health and safety matter. It seems common practice at many 
other playgrounds that cable ties are attached pointing upwards to deter birds from landing 
and therefore dumping onto the swings. This also seems a relatively low cost solution with 
very satisfying results. Please find attached a photo as an example.” 
 
Clerk advised that he sought the views of the West Suffolk Council play inspector Phil Smith. 
On Friday 8th November 2024 he received a voicemail saying that they use cable ties as 
described, it’s the best that can be done really. They blow about in the wind and put the birds 
off. The Area and Annual Inspectors don’t particularly like them but there’s no other way of 
doing it. The other normal bird deterrents are an absolute no no for play areas. 
 
This payment can be made in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906 ss.9 and 10. 
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Following a discussion amongst Councillors, a resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler 
and seconded by Cllr Woodward to purchase suitable cable ties for the cradle swings in the 
enclosed area. There were no other resolutions; agreed by a majority of 6-0, there being one 
abstention. 
 
It was also agreed that if there was no change then the cable ties are to be removed. 
 

10. Environmental / Grounds Maintenance matters. 
 

10.1 Discuss changing the grass cutting specifications to cut the Watermill Meadow grass 
lower. 
Clerk reminded Councillors that at the last meeting it had been decided to not install an 
informal route around the Meadow. However, it had been suggested the grass cutting 
specifications could be changed to cut the grass shorter to form a pathway around the 
Meadow or have the whole of it cut lower.  
 
Clerk advised that he has been in contact with Trevor at MD Landscapes regarding this. His 
suggestion is to not cut the whole area lower as this would just scalp it as the ground is so 
bumpy. However, he could mow a path around it using their small rotary mower and he would 
do two passes which would make the path just over two metres wide. Trevor was thinking he 
would link the benches up so this would place the path three to four metres in from the river 
bank. 
 
Trevor advises this would take five minutes, he could do it once a month with the strimming 
contract and so there would be no charge. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Naylor to mow a path as 
suggested by Trevor and to amend the specification accordingly. There were no other 
resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11. Highway/Footpath/Street Furniture matters. 
 
11.1 Discuss the purchase of a new Parish Council and Kedington Community Association 

notice board to be sited at the front of the Community Centre. 
Clerk advised that at some point the current wall mounted noticeboard will have to be 
removed from its location on the wall of the village stores. 
 
This has been discussed at previous meetings on 21st September 2021 and 19th April 2022 
and it was agreed to put it on hold pending the outcome of the planning application to relocate 
the village stores. 
 
Clerk advised that as we near completion of the lease, it says at 12.2 that “The Tenant shall 
not attach any sign, poster or advertisement to the Property so as to be seen from the outside 
of the building, other than: 

a) a shop fascia of a design and size approved by the Landlord; and  
b) such trade posters, notices and advertisements of a design, size and number and in 

positions that are appropriate to the nature and location of the Property and to the 
Permitted Use. 

 
Clerk advised that over the last few months he has been speaking to Steve Brown and Derek 
Raine of the Kedington Community Association about the possibility of placing a joint 
noticeboard on the area outside the library when it is resurfaced or behind the barrier that is 
in front of the meeting room’s landscape window overlooking the car park. Both the Clerk 
and Steve think that in front of the window is the best option as putting it outside the library 
will be an obstruction of the views. 
 
Clerk has researched noticeboards and three of the five we have were supplied by 
Greenbarnes Ltd. They are made of man-made timber that is recycled plastic. 
 
Clerk suggests we purchase a new notice board from Greenbarnes and that we purchase 
the landscape version of the 2-bay, 6xA4 design. This design is used on Haverhill Road and 
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at Old School Field and allows for an easier height to view the documents. It will also allow 
it to be installed at a height not obstructing the window. 
 
Clerk also suggests that one side of the noticeboard is for use of the Kedington Community 
Association. It will also reduce the number of notices placed inside the entrance doors. 
 
Clerk also suggests that the wording at the top of the noticeboard says “KEDINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL & COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION”. 
 
The purchase cost will be £1,576.00 +VAT and this payment can be made in accordance 
with the Open Spaces Act 1906 ss.9 and 10. 
 
Clerk advised that Gary Dixon started the block paving work outside the library yesterday 
and he has said he would charge £100.00 to install the noticeboard. The necessary Postcrete 
and supplies can be purchased on the Parish Councils account from Huws Gray. 
 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors it was decided to first ask the Kedington 
Community Association if they will contribute towards the cost. 
 

12. Outstanding estimates awaited or work ordered. NONE 
 

13. Any other reports (on-going matters). 
 

13.1 Remembrance Day Street Parade on Sunday 10th November 2024 update. 
Chair thanked all those that attended. The Parade and service went very well. 
 
Cllr Wheeler advised that as the Parade Coordinator walking in front of the Parade, he had 
to ask five drivers not to drive down the road whilst the road closure was in place. The Parade 
Coordinator is an important function carried out by the Parish Council. 
 

13.2 Family Christmas Event on Friday 6th December 2024 update. 
Chair advised that the arrangements are progressing and they were further discussed 
amongst the Councillors. 
The meeting room will be available as a quiet room where children who may require a quiet 
setting can meet Santa and Magic Olly. Updated posters are being circulated. 
Cllr Roach has granted £300.00 to pay for Magic Olly. Chair thanked Cllr Roach for this. 
Nathan Watts is providing a disco at no cost. 
 

13.3 Discuss a wooden bench being placed in Silver Street Park in memory of Mrs Jessie 
Lifford. 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors it was decided to decline this request by a 
majority of 5-1 with one abstention. Councillors were concerned that if this request were 
accepted it would set a precedent for future requests and they want Silver Street Park to 
remain an open space. Councillors were of the view that the tree planted in memory of 
Margaret Starling earlier this year was a one-off. 
 

13.4 Kedington Dr’s surgery update. 
Chair confirmed that she has convened a Public Meeting to be held on Tuesday 26th 
November 2024 at 7pm in the Royal British Legion Hall regarding the closure and future use 
of the surgery. Chair confirmed that attending will be the Suffolk GP Federation CEO David 
Pannell and Aimee Longfoot one of the senior managers. The meeting is to facilitate the 
public to hear from and question them. 
 
All Councillors are invited to attend and the Chair will chair the meeting. It is not a Parish 
Council meeting and the Council will consider any issues raised at its next meeting. Minutes 
will not be taken. The meeting has been advertised on the noticeboards and website and on 
Facebook. 
 
Clerk advised that the cost for hiring the Hall is £10.00 per hour and that payment can be 
made in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s.111. 
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Cllr Wheeler proposed that the relevant amount is paid for the hire of the Royal British Legion 
Hall, seconded by Cllr Standeven. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

14. Housing/Planning. 
 

14.1 Planning applications for discussion at meeting. NONE 
 

14.2 Planning application observations conveyed by the Parish Council.  
a. DC/24/1362/HH - 8 School Road, Kedington – Householder planning application - 

a. two-storey front extension, b. two-storey rear extension. 
Clerk advised that no objections to this application were submitted on 17th October 2024. 

 
14.3 Planning applications decisions received from the District Council. NONE 

 
15. National Salary Award for 2024/2025. 

Clerk advised that on 23rd October 2024 the National Association of Local Councils was informed 
by the Local Government Association that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services 
had reached agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025. 
 
Employers are encouraged to implement this pay award as swiftly as possible. 
 
The terms of that agreement are that with effect from 1st April 2024 there is an increase of £1,290.00 
on all National Joint Council spinal column pay points 2 to 43 inclusive. 
 
Clerk is currently paid £19.05 per hour at Spinal Column Point 28. This pay award equates to an 
increase at this Spinal Column Point to £19.66 per hour. 
 
Clerk requests that as of 1st November 2024 his salary is increased from £19.05 per hour to £19.66 
per hour. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Woodley to agree this salary 
increase. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk further advised that from 1st April 2024 to 31st October 2024 he has been paid £18,669.00 
gross. Clerk advised that an increase to £19.66 per hour increases that by £597.80 to £19,266.80 
(61p per hour x 140 hrs pcm = £85.40 pcm x7 months April to Oct = £597.80). Therefore, Clerk is 
due back pay of £597.80 gross. Clerk requests this be paid in his next salary payment on 30th 
November 2024. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Woodley to agree this back pay 
payment. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 
Clerk advised that these payments can be made in accordance with the Local Government Act 
1972 s112(1) and that there is sufficient in the budget as an increase to £20.05/hr was allowed for. 
 

16. Date and location of next Parish Council meeting. 
Clerk advised the next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th December 2024 at 7pm 
in the Parish Council Office Meeting Room. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed …………… ……………Date…………17th December 2024…………...…. 

Clerk 
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Councillors 
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