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KPC 130-01 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF KEDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, 21st MAY 2024 

HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM, PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, ARMS LANE, KEDINGTON 

 

 
 
Present: 

 
 
Cllr Ann Naylor (Chair) 
Cllr Jeffery Potter (Vice-Chair) 
Cllr Terry Wheeler 
Cllr Dean Willett 
Cllr Eleanor Bull  

  
In attendance: 
 
Also in 
attendance: 
 

John Boxall (Parish Clerk) 
 
Suffolk County Councillor David Roach, West Suffolk Councillors Marion 
Rushbrook, Karen Richardson and Nick Clarke and parishioner Mr Mike Shearer. 
 

  ACTION 
 1. Election of Chair for year 2024/2025. 

Cllr Naylor presided over this agenda item. A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and 
seconded by Cllr Potter proposing Cllr Naylor continues as Chair. There were no other resolutions; 
unanimously agreed. 
Cllr Naylor took the Chair and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (ANNEX 1). 
 

2. Election of Vice-Chair for year 2024/2025. 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Willett and seconded by Cllr Bull proposing Cllr Potter as the 
Vice-Chair. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 

 
3. Acknowledge agenda items of interest to members of the public present. 

Mr Shearer declared an interest with regards to agenda item 16.1. 
 

4. Welcome and Apologies. 
The Chair welcomed everyone present. 
Cllrs Standeven, Woodward and Woodley are unable to attend for personal reasons and Cllr 
Brooker is unable to attend for work reasons. Apologies accepted by all Councillors present. 
 
Clerk advised that the Council, members of the public and press may audio record, film, photograph 
or broadcast the meeting, when the press and public are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the 
public who attends the meeting is advised that the Parish Council cannot control 3rd party recordings. 
The Parish Council will audio record the meeting. 

 
5. To receive members’ declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Registerable 

Interests in accordance with the Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of 
Conduct (and section 106 of the LGFA 1992) and receive any applications for dispensations 
on agenda items. 
Cllr Potter declared an interest in agenda item 17.1a due to his membership of the Campaign for 
Real Ale (CAMRA). 

 
6. Councillors who were present to agree as a true record the minutes of the meeting of 

Kedington Parish Council held on 16th April 2024. 
Councillors confirmed they had received a copy of the draft minutes and had read them. A resolution 
was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Bull to agree the minutes of the meeting of 
Kedington Parish Council held on 16th April 2024 as a true record. There were no other resolutions; 
unanimously agreed. Chair signed the minutes outside the meeting. 

 
7. Discuss and agree Councillor Responsibilities for year 2024/25. 

Councillor Responsibilities for the year 2024/2025 were discussed and agreed. There were no 
changes. 
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8. Receive visitor’s reports and reports from District and County Councillors. 

Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the District Councillor’s report (ANNEX 2) and the 
County Councillor’s report by email (ANNEX 3). 
 
Cllr Rushbrook advised that there is a market review in progress but it’s only open for about two 
weeks. So please submit any thoughts you may have to help the markets. 
 
Cllr Rushbrook further advised that she’s going to get in touch with the Park Rangers when they’re 
next due to tidy up the Risbridge Meadow nature reserve. She’s going to ask them to tidy up the 
growth along the fence line adjacent to properties in Risbridge Drive. The older residents are 
struggling to keep the growth from their gardens. Requests have been submitted for them to do this. 
The Rangers may next be attending on Sunday, 26th May 2024. 
 
In addition to his report by email Cllr Roach advised that:- 
 

 the cost of Post 16 transport to school has increased by £90 per year. 

 the B1057 from Haverhill to Steeple Bumpstead is closed until September for Anglian Water 
to install a new water main. 

 with regards to the bypass road, it is going to be towards the end of this year at best before 
it’s completed. West Suffolk Council have issued a planning enforcement notice against 
Persimmon for non-compliance. The delay relates to Cadent’s work on the gas main. 

 
9. Receive budget statements and any other financial reports and agree any necessary action. 

 
9.1 Precept for 2024/2025. 

Clerk advised that the 2024/2025 Precept of £88,746.00 was received into the Barclays 
account on 25th April 2024. 
 
Clerk advised that the same day, in accordance with a resolution passed at the Parish 
Council meeting on 26th March 2024, £11,162.25 was transferred from the Barclays account 
to the General Reserves held in the Nat West account. This was the balance held in the 
Barclays account at year end 31st March 2024. 
This transfer was recorded on the Scribe accounting system by way of a bank transfer from 
Barclays to Nat West and a reserves transfer from the General Fund (the Precept) to the 
General Reserves. 
Therefore, the transfer from Barclays to NatWest does not appear on the Payments and 
Receipts List. 
 
Clerk advised that the same day, in accordance with the 2024/2025 budget agreed at the 
Parish Council meeting on 19th December 2023, £4,000.00 was transferred from the Barclays 
account to the Recreation Equipment Earmarked Reserve held in the Nat West account and 
£200.00 was transferred from the Barclays account to the War Memorial Earmarked Reserve 
held in the Nat West account. These transfers were recorded on the Scribe accounting 
system by way of bank transfers from Barclays to Nat West and reserves transfers from the 
General Fund (the Precept) to the relevant Earmarked Reserves. 
Therefore, these transfers from Barclays to NatWest do also not appear on the Payments 
and Receipts List. 
 
Cllr Wheeler asked if Council could be provided with the reserves balances and it was agreed 
that the Scribe Reserves Balance report would be provided to Councillors for each Parish 
Council meeting. 
 

9.2 Review and agree budget statements. 
Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the relevant documents. A resolution was put 
forward by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Potter to agree the Bank Reconciliation, the 
Payments and Receipts List and the Net Position by Cost Centre and Code report (ANNEX 
4). There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 
Cllr Potter asked and it was confirmed that we have a budget of £1,000.00 for the D-Day 80 
celebrations and have so far spent £400.00 (net) on the jazz band and the inflatable. Cllr 
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Potter advised that when we next meet the D-Day 80 celebrations will have taken place and 
suggested that if there is any more money that we need to spend then that needs to be 
agreed at this meeting. Chair confirmed that there is a further £550.00 net to pay for the jazz 
band and the inflatable that will leave £50.00 net of the £1,000.00 budget. Clerk advised that 
even though there is a budget any expenditure still has to be agreed by the Parish Council 
or by the Clerk and the Chair or by the Clerk and two Councillors. 
 

9.3 Receive Internal Auditor’s Report for year ending 31st March 2024. 
Clerk confirmed that the internal audit took place on 13th May 2024. Clerk reported that the 
Internal Auditor had found everything to be in order and had completed the Annual Internal 
Audit Report 2023/24 (ANNEX 5) that is part of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 2023/24. This Report is on the Parish Council website. 
 
The Internal Auditor also completed his Audit Report to Kedington Parish Council that was 
emailed to Councillors on 17th May 2024. This Report is also on the Parish Council website. 
 
Chair expressed her thanks to the Clerk for his work leading up to this successful internal 
audit. Chair stated the Internal Auditor had been extremely impressed with the Clerk’s 
presentation of the work and the accounts. 
 

9.4 Agree and sign Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 for the financial year ending 31st March 
2024. 
Councillors agreed Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 for the financial year 
ending 31st March 2024 (ANNEX 6). 
The Chair and Clerk signed the form that will be posted on the Parish Council website. 
 

9.5 Agree and sign Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2023/24 of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return 2023/24 for the financial year ending 31st March 2024. 
Councillors agreed Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2023/24 for the financial year ending 
31st March 2024 (ANNEX 7). 
The Chair signed the form that will be posted on the Parish Council website. The Clerk had 
already signed the form prior to presenting it to the Council for approval. 
 

9.6 Ratify payment to RMS Tree Services for removing branches from a windblown Poplar 
tree adjacent to Silver Street Park. 
Clerk reminded Councillors of an email he’d sent to them on Tuesday 16th April 2024 
regarding a large Poplar tree sited on the river bank opposite Silver Street Park that fell over 
windblown the day before and then lay across the river and onto Silver Street Park. The 
smaller branches at the top of the tree were then over and above the Silver Street Park 
footpath, causing an obstruction to pedestrians. 
 
It’s not a tree that the Parish Council is responsible for but the Clerk and Chair, Cllr Naylor, 
had felt it was right to clear the branches away from the Silver Street Park footpath only, to 
allow parishioners and others to safely walk along it. They had therefore agreed a quote of 
£70.00 from Bob Dellar of RMS Tree Services for him to clear the branches away from the 
footpath. This is in accordance with Financial Regulation 4.1, being a value up to £500.00 
 
Bob Dellar subsequently removed the branches and the £70.00 payment was made to him 
on 29th April 2024. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to ratify this 
payment. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

10. Grants 
 

10.1. Uptake. 
 

a. 1st Kedington Guides. 
Clerk advised that the £500.00 grant had been paid on 18th April 2024 and that 
thanks had been received verbally. 
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10.2. Applications. 

 
a. 1st Kedington Scout Group. 

Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr 
Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Potter to grant £1,500.00 to the 1st Kedington Scout 
Group. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 

 
11. Clerk’s report. 

 
11.1 Review and adopt Data Protection and Information Management Policy. 

Clerk confirmed this Policy had previously been emailed to Councillors. A resolution was put 
forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Bull to adopt this reviewed Data Protection and 
Information Management Policy. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed 
 

11.2 Review and adopt Standing Orders. 
Clerk confirmed these Standing Orders had previously been emailed to Councillors. A 
resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to adopt these 
reviewed Standing Orders. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11.3 Review and agree Accessibility statement. 
Clerk confirmed that a link to the website Accessibility Statement had previously been 
emailed to Councillors. Clerk advised it is on our website and accessibility checks were last 
carried out by the Chair on 8th April 2024. A resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler and 
seconded by Cllr Potter to agree this reviewed Accessibility Statement. There were no other 
resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11.4 Review and adopt Grant Award Policy. 
Clerk confirmed this Policy had previously been emailed to Councillors. A resolution was put 
forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Bull to adopt this reviewed Grant Award Policy. 
There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11.5 Review and adopt the Local Government Association Model Councillor Code of 
Conduct 2020. 
Clerk confirmed this Code of Conduct had previously been emailed to Councillors. A 
resolution was put forward by Cllr Bull and seconded by Cllr Willett to adopt this reviewed 
Model Councillor Code of Conduct. There were no other resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11.6 Annual Parish Meeting confirm date, time and Royal British Legion Hall hire cost. 
Clerk confirmed the Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 28th May 2024 at 7pm 
in the Royal British Legion Hall. The cost will be £10/hour for a minimum of 3 hours. Clerk 
advised the Agenda is on the website and the noticeboards. 
 
It was agreed that the Chair will purchase some refreshments; tea, coffee, milk, sugar and 
some nibbles. The contingencies and sundries budget to be used for this. 
 

11.7 Parish Council office lease update. 
Clerk advised that Lorraine Swann at Adept Property Lawyers has advised the following 
regarding Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT); the monies that change hands in respect of the 
grant of the Lease are all that are relevant and therefore in this instance, in my opinion, no 
liability for SDLT arises. 
 
Clerk advised there has been a misunderstanding with regards to our request for advice 
about the content of the lease itself and Adept have very recently asked for some clarification. 
Clerk will provide this.  
 

11.8 Review and agree Community Emergency Plan. 
Clerk advised that he has had no response from Freddie Gulliver at West Suffolk Council 
regarding details of the organisation that provides details of what training, qualifications etc. 
are available to be a competent 4x4 driver. Chair has confirmed with Kirk Pearson and Andy 
Sanders that they have had no 4x4 training and their details have therefore been removed 
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from the Plan. Clerk confirmed that the Community Emergency Plan was sent to Councillors 
on 17th May 2024. 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Willett to submit this 
Community Emergency Plan to West Suffolk Council. There were no other resolutions; 
unanimously agreed. 
 
Copies of the Plan to go to the Kedington Community Association, the Royal British Legion 
and the Church. Clerk will also place it on the website. 
 

11.9 Arrange conduct of Clerk/RFO’s Performance Development Review. 
Clerk advised that Standing Order 19.c says “The chair of Kedington Parish Council or in 
his/her/their absence, the vice-chair shall upon a resolution conduct a review of the 
performance and annual appraisal of the work of the Parish Clerk/RFO. The reviews and 
appraisal shall be reported in writing and are subject to approval by resolution by the Parish 
Council.” 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors a resolution was put forward by Cllr Wheeler 
and seconded by Cllr Bull for the Clerk’s Performance Development Review to be conducted 
by Cllr Naylor and Cllr Potter prior to the next meeting in June 2024. There were no other 
resolutions; unanimously agreed. 
 

11.10 Update regarding Kedington Parish’s classification as a Key Service Centre. 
Clerk reminded that this was discussed at the meeting on 26th March 2024 during which Cllr 
Roach suggested contacting Marie Smith at West Suffolk Council for further advice on this. 
 
Clerk did so and was advised as follows “As you have outlined, all Key Service Centres have 
health care facilities. The Council acknowledges that there are limited health care services 
in Kedington, therefore the Council will be informing and recommending to the Inspector that 
the status of the settlement as a Key Service Centre requires revisiting at the examination 
into the local plan.  It will then be for the Inspector, through the examination to review its 
status. Cllr Roach is correct, in that this does not change any other part of the emerging plan, 
site allocation or policy and any funding the parish council receives.” 
 
Clerk asked when the revisit will take place and was advised “The council intends to submit 
the Plan to Secretary of State for examination end of May. At that point we are passing the 
Plan to the Inspector who will set out the programme, we will notify you through our 
consultation system when that will be and also with any correspondence received by the 
Inspector. Once we submit and an inspector has been appointed, they will set out a series 
of questions and following this a timetable for the examination hearings. We expect though 
to have to have examination hearings in Autumn and the modifications consultation spring 
2025, then the council will hopefully be a position to adopt.” 
 

9. Play Equipment. 
 
12.1 Receive defect reports and agree any necessary action. 

Chair confirmed that Councillors had received the reports that were emailed to them on 20th 
May 2024. They relate to inspections carried out on 9th May 2024. All findings are low or very 
low risk so no further action necessary. Cllr Potter advised he will deal with the graffiti 
mentioned. 
 

12.2 Update regarding repairs to play equipment by Playquip. 

 With regards to the self-closing gate Clerk reminded Councillors that Playquip had said 
that the gate’s a bit heavy for the spring that’s fitted and so he had asked if a more 
appropriate spring could be fitted and if so how much. 
Playquip replied saying “Yes a larger spring can be fitted, the trouble is they don’t have 
a lot of adjustment on them, a larger spring may make the gate slam shut, it’s impossible 
to know until the spring is fitted, 4-8 seconds is the recommended closing time, which 
doesn’t give a great deal of tolerance. 
A thing to keep in mind is that you will never make a play area risk free, the average cost 
of fitting a larger spring would be around £200.00 + VAT. Having a few low risk items is 
pretty good in comparison to most play areas, you could spend £200.00 on fitting a new 
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spring to the gate only to get the same risk assessment next year because when it 
receives its annual inspection the gate closes too quickly.” 
Clerk replied commenting “I’m guessing that a larger spring might even cause the gate 
to bounce out so quickly that the latch doesn’t catch at all.” 

 
Following a discussion amongst Councillors it was agreed not to replace the spring. 

 

 With regards to the missing bolt cover caps on the basketball area, they have been 
received and the Clerk has replaced all but one of them that was on the hoop itself; he 
couldn’t reach it whilst standing on the ground and will return to do so. 

 

 With regards to the cable runway, Playquip have fitted new inserts, also known as finger 
guards, and have checked the traveller brake. 

 
They advise that “The traveller is pretty old and the design is different from the modern 
ones, he had to shave some plastic away from the finger guards (inserts) to make them 
fit, the original ones must have been very thin which is probably why they wore away and 
came out, the brake is working but the pad that rests against the cable is worn in the 
middle and the spring that actuates the brake is not as strong as modern ones, hence 
the brake is not as aggressive as it could be, but it works. Basically, everything is working 
but due to reducing the thickness of the finger guards they may well wear away quicker 
than normal, the brake will need to be changed next time we service it, (12-18 month) 
however as the spring is not very strong, it may be worth budgeting for a new traveller, 
they are £318.00, if it was changed during the service there would be no additional fitting 
charge. 
 
Clerk will schedule a service for next year. 

 

 With regards to the U-bolts on the seats of the overhead see saw, Playquip have advised 
that the “fixings are in good order, some slight wear similar to the top but nothing of any 
concern.” 
 

13. Environmental / Grounds Maintenance matters. 
 
13.1 Discuss strimming comfrey on Watermill Meadow. 

Clerk met Cllr Wheeler on Tuesday 7th May 2024 regarding Cllr Wheeler’s thoughts on the 
strimming of Watermill Meadow and the Cut. Clerk subsequently met with Trevor from MD 
Lanscapes on Tuesday 14th May 2024. The outcome being that Cllr Wheeler wishes the 
Council discuss the removal of two areas of comfrey (a wildflower) from Watermill Meadow. 
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will email details of the areas of comfrey 
to all Councillors and they will view it in preparation for it to be discussed further at the next 
meeting. 
 
Cllr Wheeler confirmed that it was the spread of the comfrey that concerned him more than 
its height. Clerk advised he can speak to MD Landscapes to ensure it’s not allowed to spread 
any further or even strimmed/cut back a bit more. 
 
Cllr Wheeler stated he would still like the smaller area of comfrey removed totally. 
 

13.2 Update regarding removal of windblown Poplar tree adjacent to Silver Street Park. 
See also agenda item 9.6. 
Clerk confirmed that Cllr Naylor contacted the Environment Agency to establish responsibility 
for removing the tree. They confirmed it was not their responsibility and advised the primary 
responsibility always sits with the “riparian” owner. They will only remove a tree if they believe 
there is a high risk of flooding. 
 
The Environment Agency advise that a riparian owner is anybody who owns land or property 
next to a river, stream, or ditch. They have certain rights and responsibilities which include 
maintaining the bed and banks of the watercourse and keeping the banks clear of anything 
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that could cause an obstruction and increase flood risk, either on their land or downstream if 
it is washed away. 
 
Clerk advised that Havebury own the land next to the river and are therefore the riparian 
owner and the fallen tree is therefore their responsibility to deal with. 
 
Clerk advised that both he and the Chair have been in contact with Havebury. They have 
raised a case for it, reference number 115954, and someone will attend to assess the 
situation. Clerk has asked to be kept updated. 
 

14. Highway/Footpath/Street Furniture matters. 
 
14.1 Discuss installing a new dog litter bin in Calford Green. 

Cllr Bull asked Council to consider installing a new dog litter bin in Calford Green, perhaps 
near the Parish Council notice board. Cllr Bull advised there are a lot of dog walkers who use 
that area of public footpaths and it would be a good place to locate one. 
 
Clerk advised that West Suffolk Council empty the dog litter bins but he doesn’t know who 
owns the land that the Parish Council notice board is on. 
 
Clerk has contacted West Suffolk Council and asked:- 

 If a bin could be installed on that area of land 

 What process we would need to go through to get permission 

 How much it might increase our payment to you for it being emptied 
 
West Suffolk Council have replied “We are just about to introduce new litter/dog bin collection 
rounds so will not have any capacity to install/empty any new bins until we know how these 
rounds are performing and if there is capacity within them, so probably 3+ months’ time. Any 
new bins would cost £3.68 per bin, per empty for us to collect. We are trying to consolidate 
bins where possible as dog waste does not need to go in a separate bin to litter so we use 
combined bins to accommodate both waste streams together and reduce the amount of bins 
on the street scene but have bins with higher capacity levels. It is also possible for dog 
walkers to dispose of bagged dog waste in their general waste bins at home rather than look 
for a specific dog waste bin. If you need any further information, then please let me know.” 
 
Clerk advised that the bins are emptied once per week. 
 
It was agreed that Clerk gets back in contact with West Suffolk Council in 3 to 4 months’ 
time. 
 

14.2 Update regarding placing wooden bollards along West End Lane grass verge. 
Clerk advised he has chased but is still waiting a reply back from Chris Miller, the Highways 
Licensing Officer. 
 

15. Outstanding estimates awaited or work ordered. 
 
15.1 Maintenance of planting areas in Silver Street Park. 

Clerk advised that he has chased Shawn Winters and earlier today he received an email 
from Shawn saying he is “aiming to be there Saturday morning to clear, tidy and treat all the 
posts with an Algaecide to help with the green. I've some plants ready to go in then, latter 
end of next week. Sorry it’s been delayed so long on completing this for you.” 
 

15.2 Cleaning and repainting of play equipment and Silver Street Park gazebo. 
Clerk advised that he has chased Wayne Blackman and received a phone call from him 
earlier today. Wayne is planning to do the work on the Silver Street Park gazebo next week.   
Then he will do the work on the Old School Field benches and play equipment. Wayne has 
some remaining quotes to advise the Clerk of as discussed at the meeting on 26th March 
2024. Clerk has also asked Wayne for a quote to move the Old School Field goals. 
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16. Any other reports (on-going matters). 
 

16.1 D-DAY 80 celebrations update. 
Mr Shearer asked, bearing in mind that over 4,500 servicemen died, why is this being billed 
as a celebration. Chair confirmed that no advertising on Facebook or posters/flyers refers to 
a celebration. Mr Shearer asked why the agenda and minutes call it a celebration, it should 
be a commemoration. Chair apologised for that and advised it will be amended. Mr Shearer 
asked if he could pass the apologies on to the other people that have mentioned it to him in 
complaint about it. Chair offered to send a letter to Mr Shearer, he said an email could be 
sent. 
 
Clerk advised that in the original advertising of this, the D-DAY 80 Pageantmaster refers to 
it as a commemoration/celebration. Mr Shearer said that he had attended the meeting 
because of what it said in the Parish Council minutes. Chair advised that taking into account 
the Pageantmasters’ advertising, it could be called a celebration. Mr Shearer said that now 
he has that information he could give it back to the people who have spoken to him about it. 
 
Chair confirmed that all plans are in place for D-DAY 80. The only event that will not take 
place is the tug of war as no insurance can be obtained to cover it. 
 

16.2 Receive Local History Recorder Annual Report for 2023. 
Clerk advised that Peter Deeks has completed his annual report for 2023 (ANNEX 8). It has 
been submitted to the Suffolk Local History Council for posterity and will be published in the 
Ketton Review. The annual subscription fee of £15.00 payable to the Suffolk Local History 
Council is on the regular payments list and is due on 1st October 2024. 

 
16.3 Children’s Sports and Wellbeing Day update. 

Clerk advised that the day has now been advertised. On 13th May 2024 Kedington Primary 
Academy sent it to all parents via Dojo and it was then advertised that day on the Parish 
Council’s website and Facebook page. The emails requesting places started coming in that 
day and it is likely to be oversubscribed. 
 

16.4 Discuss participation in the Flower Festival 2024. 
Clerk advised that the invitation letter was received on 16th May 2024 and emailed to 
Councillors on 17th May 2024. Following a discussion, it was agreed, in her absence, that 
Cllr Brooker would be asked to lead on this. A budget of £50.00 was agreed or donations 
could be used. 
 

17. Housing/Planning. 
 

17.1 Planning applications for discussion at meeting. 
 

a. DC/24/0366/FUL - The Fox PH, Haverhill Road, Little Wratting - Planning application 
- a. one convenience store b. one drive-through coffee shop with associated 
parking and landscaping (following demolition of existing public house) 
Cllr Roach confirmed that this is no longer in Little Wratting parish as the parish boundary 
has been moved and it is now part of Haverhill. Following a discussion Councillors had 
no comments to make. 
Cllr Potter advised that the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), of which he is a member, 
has objected to this application 
 

17.2 Planning application observations conveyed by the Parish Council. NONE 
 

17.3 Planning applications decisions received from the District Council. 
 

a. DC/24/0106/FUL - Community Centre, Arms Lane, Kedington - Planning application 
- a. single storey side and rear extensions b. detached store. 
Clerk advised that this application was approved on 17th April 2024. 
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17.4 Planning webinars. 

Clerk advised, as per the email he forwarded to Councillors on 2nd May 2024, that the Suffolk 
Association of Local Councils (SALC) are hosting a series of four one-hour briefing webinars 
regarding various areas of planning. The cost is £35.00 +VAT per council per session and 
booking is required per delegate. 
 
Cllr Roach advised that the West Suffolk Planning Officers would conduct some training if 
requested. They have training modules. 
 

18. Date and location of next Parish Council meeting. 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th June 2024 at 7 pm in the Parish 
Council Office Meeting Room. 

 
The meeting closed at 8:32 p.m. 
 
 

Signed ……… ………..…………  Date………….......18th June 2024…………...…. 
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ANNEX 2 
 

Kedington Parish Council – Tuesday 21 May 2024 

 

West Suffolk District Councillors Report: Nick Clarke, Karen Richardson and Marion 

Rushbrook 

 

 

WSC food waste bin plan to meet Government’s 2026 target 

 

Plans are in place for households in West Suffolk to have a separate bin for food waste, 

collected weekly. 

 

The Government has ordered councils across the country to prepare for the introduction of the 

new food waste collection service in April 2026. 

 

Under the Simpler Recycling policy, published in October, councils must also increase the 

range of recyclable items collected from people’s homes, adding glass bottles and jars and 

cartons by March 31, 2026, and flexible plastics - such as bread bags and plastic film wrapping 

- by March 31, 2027. 

 

Central government will allocate just under £1.7 million to West Suffolk Council to meet the 

cost of new refuse collection lorries and bins. 

 

Councillors were told unprecedented nationwide demand for equipment such as lorries and 

bins was a major risk to meeting the Government’s deadline. 

Most of the county’s equipment requirements would be related to the new collection service 

for food waste, so Suffolk councils were being asked to take the relevant decisions early this 

month. 

 

After hearing that the timescale for the manufacture and delivery of new bin lorries currently 

stood at 12 to 18 months, it was agreed to order the necessary equipment as soon as possible 

in order to be ready in two years’ time. 

 

When the new food waste collections start, householders will be asked to separate their food 

waste into a council-provided bin of about 23 litres in size, less than a 10th the size of the 

standard 240 litre wheelie bins used by West Suffolk Council for general, garden and recyclable 

waste. The small bin, of a colour yet to be decided, will be collected from the kerbside along 

with the other bins. 

 

A further caddy of five litres will also be provided for use in the kitchen, providing a convenient 

holder to store the food waste prior to collection. 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week (13 to 19 May) 

 

The theme this year is 'Movement: moving more for our mental health’. 
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Being active is important for our mental health. But so many of us struggle to 
move enough. We know there are many different reasons for this, so we want to 
provide advice and guidance on how to find moments for movement in our daily 

routines. Going for a walk in your neighbourhood, putting on your favourite music 
and dancing around the living room, or chair exercises when you’re watching 

television – it all counts, as even a short burst of 10 minutes’ brisk walking can 
boost our mood and increase our mental alertness and energy. Movement helps 
us feel better about our bodies and improves self-esteem. It can also help reduce 

stress and anxiety and improve sleep. 
  

If you’d like to get moving more, this guide will give you some ideas to get started, 
as well as tips on how to get the best mental health benefit from the movement 

you’re doing. 

 

www.mentalhealth.org.uk 
 
  
Locality Budget 

Every councillor has a locality budget. This is funding that councillors can use to 
support community groups in their wards. Each councillor had £2,800 to spend 

throughout the year (2023/24) on projects that benefit the community. This is 
easy to apply send us an email with details and we will check your request fits 

with the criteria. 

Find my nearest 

This is a really useful website containing lots of information for our area: 

https://maps.westsuffolk.gov.uk/  
 

If you ever forget which bin to put out this website will help you.  Not just bins, also planning 

applications in the area, education provisions and lots more.  

 

 

Finally, we look forward to working with KPC and John (Clerk) for another year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.westsuffolk.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmarion.rushbrook%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C7f2b1a6f742e4cb0772208dc646a88c3%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C0%7C638495655935927394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XhIGTyj%2FOpFum5DegyVlVkNdl2EmDHRCpUoXWIHOZ1c%3D&reserved=0
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ANNEX 3 
 

I was able to visit the new Haverhill waste site a couple of weeks ago. It is going to be a vast 
improvement over our current site with level access bins and recycling bays. It should be open by 
the back end of summer.  It will feature a one-way drive way round the site and will keep visitors 
away from the operational areas. It will not have to close to remove full containers so throughputs 
should be quicker. The online booking system will however remain in place as this now seems to 
be the favoured way across all the county sites. 
 

 
 
Haverhill Relief Road. This is still continuing to be delayed with Persimmons now stating that it won't 
be open until back end of this year. It looks like West Suffolk DC will be issuing a Breach of Condition 
Notice against Persimmon in relation to this. 
 
In terms of my locality funding, this has been reduced this year from £8k to £6k. For Kedington last 
year this amounted to me allocating £4650 to 7 different projects. The new pot is now available. 
 
The last month has been particularly busy for me in terms of county work picking up my new role in 
fostering and adoption. I am now spending 2-3 days a week in Ipswich plus numerous Teams 
meetings. It is quite rewarding but I am finding that there is an awful lot to learn. 
I visited the opening on a newly refurbished children's home a few days ago and was impressed 
with the facilities provided, from en-suite bedrooms to a nice garden and a games room. The 
children will be able to customise their rooms once they move in choosing furnishings and wall 
colours. 
 
In addition to this I also serve on other committees and forums 
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