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          APM 2025 
 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
TUESDAY 13th MAY 2025 

HELD AT THE BRITISH LEGION HALL, KEDINGTON 
 
 
In the Chair:  Mrs Ann Naylor  Chair of Kedington Parish Council 
 
Present:  Mr Jeffery Potter  Vice-Chair of Kedington Parish Council 

  Mrs Annette Brooker  Kedington Parish Councillor 
   Mr Dean Willett  Kedington Parish Councillor 
   Mrs Lynda Woodward  Kedington Parish Councillor 

Mr Ross Standeven  Kedington Parish Councillor 
Mr David Roach   Suffolk County Councillor 
Mrs Ann Bellamy  Parishioner (Library Manager) 
Mr Keith Bush   Parishioner 
Mr Colin Jenkinson  Parishioner 
Mrs Jeanette Kilpatrick Parishioner 
Mr Graham Lawson  Parishioner (Local History Recorder) 
 
Mr John Boxall  Parish Clerk 

 

1. Welcome and introductions. 
The Chair of Kedington Parish Council, Ann Naylor welcomed all present and thanked 
everybody for attending. 
 
Clerk advised that the Parish Council, members of the public and press may audio record, 
film, photograph or broadcast the meeting and the Parish Council cannot control 3rd party 
recordings. The Parish Council will audio record the meeting. 
 
Chair advised that Parish Meetings are an opportunity for those present to discuss 
anything they think is relevant to the parish or of importance to them or anything they 
want to bring to the attention of the Parish Council. This meeting is not a meeting of the 
Parish Council; no decisions are made at this meeting. Any actions from this meeting are 
discussed at future meetings of the Parish Council. 

 
2. To approve the minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 28th May 

2024. 
Clerk confirmed that the draft minutes had been emailed to all Parish Councillors and the 
attending parishioners on 31st May 2024 and have been available on the Parish Council’s 
website since then also. 
 
Chair confirmed that Councillors who were present had read the draft minutes. 
 
A resolution was put forward by Cllr Potter and seconded by Cllr Brooker to agree the 
minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28th May 2024 at which they were both 
present, as a true record. The resolution was unanimously agreed. The Chair then signed 
the minutes. 
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3. Report of Parish Council Chair: Ann Naylor. 
Chair congratulated the Clerk for obtaining the Certificate in Local Council Administration 
making him the first qualified CiLCA Clerk for Kedington Parish Council. 
 
The Chair presented her report (ANNEX 1). 
 

4. Parish Council financial report 2024-2025: Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer John 
Boxall. 

 The Clerk presented his report (ANNEX 2). 
 
5. Report of County Councillor: Cllr David Roach. 

Cllr Roach presented his annual report (ANNEX 3). 
 
Mr Jenkinson asked and Cllr Roach confirmed that with regards to the 7.5T weight 
restriction application for the B1061 from the A143 to the A1017 at Sturmer, Essex County 
Council have categorically said no; they won’t even talk about it. 
 
Cllr Potter asked and Cllr Roach confirmed that the Mayoral election will take place next 
year, 2026. The Council elections that were due to take place in May this year but were 
postponed due to the Council reorganisation work required will possibly now take place 
in 2027 instead. They will be elections for the new authority. 

 
6. Report of West Suffolk District Councillors. 

There were none present and a report had not been received. 
 

7. Reports from Village Organisations. 
Ann Bellamy, the manager of the Library, gave her report. Mrs Bellamy has been the 
manager for just over 18 months. The library is currently part of Suffolk Libraries but on 
the 1st June 2025 it will go back under the control of Suffolk County Council with no 
changes to staff, opening hours etc. Cllr Naylor advised that the Parish Council is aware of 
these coming changes. 
 
The library is not just about books, it’s about health and wellbeing, community and 
community development. There are weekly groups running at the moment:- 

 Tot, Rock and Story Time 

 Knit, Stitch and Natter  

 Top Time 
 
There are also some monthly groups:- 

 Book Club 

 The Lunar Society 

 Science Club 
 
The Library is open on 5 days. It depends a lot on volunteers of which there are currently 
five and there is also a Friends Committee. 
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Mrs Bellamy has connected with other community groups i.e. the Parish Council, the 
Kedington Community Association and the Royal British Legion and helps out with jointly 
organised events i.e. D-Day 80 and at Christmas the library was converted into an Elves 
workshop. 
 
There are also now flower beds outside the Community Centre and Library that improves 
the look of the area. Mrs Bellamy obtained books for the Guides and Cubs to help them 
choose what flowers to plant in the flower beds. Thank you to them for the planting they 
did. 
 
Recently the Library had a couple of Easter events over the holiday period. Rev Dr Karen 
Smith from Bury St Edmunds came to read her story “Abbie and Eddie visit Bugingham 
Palace” and they made a butterfly mobile. On 16th April Jo Nicholas, a local resident, did 
welding the chocolate. 
 
In a couple of weeks’ time there is a talk from the Dogs Trust about their re-homing centre. 
 
Mrs Bellamy advised that West Suffolk Councillor Marion Rushbrook and Suffolk County 
Councillor Roach have given the library some money as it needs more storage. Cllr Naylor 
advised that she could also apply to the Parish Council for a grant. Clerk to send Mrs 
Bellamy an application form. 
 
Cllr Naylor congratulated Mrs Bellamy saying that since she took over running the library 
it has blossomed.  
 
Graham Lawson, the Local History Recorder, presented his report (ANNEX 4). He advised 
he is very new to the job having taken over from Mr Peter Deeks who has since sadly 
passed away. He advised his role is recording the present for the future and he submits a 
report at the end of the calendar year. He welcomes all submissions to him of documents, 
photos etc. that will assist him. 
 

8. Questions. 
Cllr Woodward advised that the last remaining bench on Risbridge Reserve has gone. She 
assumes it’s for safety reasons because it was looking a bit tired and a piece had broken 
off. She wondered if it could be replaced. The Reserve is owned and maintained by West 
Suffolk Council. Cllr Naylor said she will email the Park Rangers to see if she can find out 
what’s happened to it. Cllr Naylor is also aware of someone who wants to donate a bench 
for the Reserve and she will ask them how that’s going also. 
 
Mrs Kilpatrick said she’s aware from what was said earlier that this isn’t a meeting at which 
the Parish Council makes decisions but asked when the Parish Council does meet and 
make decisions, how is it done. Is it by a majority, does everyone have to agree, does there 
have to be a majority of a clear 2, is it like a jury. Clerk advised it is a majority vote and if 
there is a tie the Chair has the casting vote. Councillors don’t have to vote, they can 
abstain. 
Cllr Roach advised that the public can ask for something to be discussed at a Parish Council 
meeting but they must let the Clerk know. Clerk advised that there must be three clear 
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days’ notice of this for it to go on the agenda. For our meetings on a Tuesday the agenda 
has to be publicised no later than the preceding Thursday. 
 

9. Refreshments. 
The chair thanked everyone who attended the meeting. Light refreshments were offered 
and the meeting was formally closed at 1938 hrs.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………..……… Date…..………………………..… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 

 

ANNEX 1 
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ANNEX 2 
 
 
 

Kedington Annual Parish Meeting 
Kedington Parish Council Finance Report 2024/2025 

 
 
Cash in hand at year end on 31st March 2025 amounted to £95,353.81. 
 
The Parish Council’s Barclays account that holds the Precept had a balance of £9,637.09, this 
being the underspend for the year. 
 
The Parish Council’s NatWest account that holds both the General Reserves and the 
Earmarked Reserves had a balance of £85,716.72. 
 
The Parish Council requested a decrease in the Precept for the financial year 2025/2026 to 
£77,032.00. This was a decrease of 15.2%. There were increases of 3% levied by West 
Suffolk Council, 5% by Suffolk County Council and 5.1% by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
 
The Internal Audit for Kedington Parish Council took place on 9th May 2025 and the accounts 
were found to be in order. The relevant Annual Governance and Accountability Return forms 
for 2024/2025 will be on the agenda for approval and signing at the Annual Meeting of 
Kedington Parish Council on 20th May 2025 and will then be sent to the external auditors, PKF 
Littlejohn LLP. 
 
The Parish Council’s financial documents and the minutes of its meetings can be found on its 
website at kedington.suffolk.cloud. 
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ANNEX 3 
 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT FOR KEDINGTON 
 
Another council year has drawn to an end and there are going to be changes in the way our 
local government is organised. 
 
I have been pleased to represent Kedington at county level.  
 
It’s been a privilege to attend the parish council and events within the village.  I give a report 
to the parish council at each meeting and pick up issues from them. There is so much that 
goes on and so much work done by the village to serve the community that should make 
everyone proud of Kedington. 
 
One of the great things about being a councillor is that I have a locality fund that I can spend 
on local projects within my division. I have an annual pot of £6000 and have been able to fund 
various requests within Kedington of around £4000 for the last year and I now have this year’s 
allocation available. 
 
I continue to have drive rounds with our highways engineer to look for issues once a quarter 
but if there are any issues please let me know. 
 
You may have seen numerous reports about devolution and cancellation of this year’s county 
elections. The government had decided that it wants to reform the way councils in this country 
work, favouring a unitary council approach – one council that does everything rather than the 
current system of district and county councils.  
 
Suffolk along with Norfolk are part of the pilot plans and so to progress this government pulled 
this year’s election so that the work to develop a unitary council can be done. This means that 
all of Suffolk’s district, borough and county councils will be replaced. Whether that is 1,2 or 3 
unitaries is yet to be decided by government. Submissions and business plans have to be 
submitted to them in September and a government decision will be announced in the new 
year. 
 
There will also be a new mayor of a combined authority of Suffolk and Norfolk with elections 
for that post next year. 
 
Parish councils will be getting a briefing within the next few weeks to give them greater 
understanding of the process. 
 
David Roach 
 
County Councillor for Haverhill East and Kedington 
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ANNEX 4 
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